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Conductor’s Corner:

GREETINGS!!!

Welcome to our 2023 holiday concert. It seems like we were just at
the Island Park Summer concert.

As | write this, I’'m hoping we will not have a blizzard in Buffalo as we
did last year. Our neighborhood spent 5 days without heat or
electricity. Our dogs finally agreed to wear the coats my wife had
previously bought for them, which before the storm, they considered
complete and utter punishment.

This year’s concert is chock full of wonderful music, some of which
you may not have heard before and some that will be very familiar.
For example, the Troika, part IV of the Lieutenant Kije Suite by
Prokofiev, was used on the 1995 Emerson Lake and Palmer
recording: | Believe in Father Christmas. A Classical Christmas
Suite by Wendel may remind you of other music you have heard but
in a very different context. His Fantasia may not be familiar, but you
will love its beautifully haunting textures.

The Amherst Symphony is very pleased to have Valerian Ruminski
as our soloist. Originally from Buffalo, his stellar career takes him all
over the world to critical acclaim. This afternoon Valerian performs
the famous Colline aria from La Boheme, and The Trumpet Shall
Sound heard yearly in Handel’'s Messiah, along with other holiday
tunes.

And of course, we continue the Amherst tradition of Jingle Bells with
the young people and the young at heart from our audience. The
concert concludes with many holiday favorites inviting you all to sing
along.

We, at the Amherst Symphony, are very glad you could join us this
afternoon. We wish you a happy holiday season, safe travels, a
wonderful New Year, and invite you to join us for our next concert in
February!

Cheers!

Buyan Eckenwde
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This is how
Heathwood
does
Assisted
Living

Caring for an elderly loved one has See how we do it!
its challenges, now more than ever. Call 716-688-0111 or
Our team is proud of how we do it. visit our website to

. take a virtual tour!
We keep it safe. Our nurses are

accessible 24/7 and regular doctor’s
appointments are available on-site.

We keep it social. A caring staff
and a whole community of friends
are right outside the door.

We keep it enjoyable. Residents
are not bored. Active and engaged,
they attend a variety of activities

A
and entertainment daily. A% Heathwood

cﬁ? ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE

www.HeathwoodAssistedLiving.com 815 Hopkins Road, Williamsville, NY 14221
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Amberst Symphony Orchestra
‘December 3, 2023 | 3:00 pm

Home i Holidays!

‘Bryan Eckenrode, Conductor

‘Valerian ‘Ruminski, Bass Vocalist

Lieutenant Kije Suite Op.60 Serge........ccccceviueieeiiiiieeiiiie e Sergei Prokofiev
I.  The Birth of Kije
Il. Romance
lll. The Wedding of Kije
IV. Troika
V. Interment of Kije

A Classical Christmas SUIte.........ccceviiiiiieeiiie e Robert Wendel
I. Overture to A Merry Christmas
Il.  We Three Kings (So Unfinished Are...)
lIl. Jingle Fourth
IV. Little Bolero Boy

----------------------- INTERMISSION
Fantasia on “Yeroushalaim Shel Zahav’.............ccccoociiiiiiiiiiiiie e, Robert Wendel
Vecchia zimarra, SENti.........oouu i Giacomo Puccini
From La Boheme
The Trumpet Shall SOUNd..........coociiiiiii e George Frideric Handel

From Messiah

JINGIE BEIIS.....ooiiiiieiee e James Lord Pierpont
SIEIGN RiIdE....ciiiiiiiieieee e Leroy Anderson
White@ CHISIMAS. ... e e e e e e e e anee Irving Berlin

Arr. Robert R. Bennett
You're AMean One, Mr. GriNCN.......oiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e Theodor “Dr. Seuss”

Geisel and Albert Hague
Arr. Scott Silbert and Bryan Kidd
Valerian Ruminski, Bass

A Christmas Festival...........oo e Leroy Anderson
Audience Sing-a-long

Floral Arrangements: Mischler's Florist

Audio Recording: Mark Custom Recording Service, Inc.
Printer: Caboodle Printing

Graphic Designer: Erica Clough ¢ D and E Advertising
Ushers: Y.E.S. of Amherst and ASO Association Board

PATRONS ARE ASKED TO TURN OFF ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES DURING THE PERFORMANCE
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Celebrating 50 Years!

Monaco’s
Violin Shop &
Music Centre

Since 1973

Violins « Violas « Cellos
Basses « Rentals
Repairs « Sales

633-3600

55 CrossPoint Pkwy., Suite 106 Getzville 14068
(off N. French between 1-990 & Millersport)
www.monacosviolinshop.com
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BRYAN ECKENRODE,

Conductor/cellist, Bryan Eckenrode,
graduated cum laude from SUNY at
Stony Brook and holds a Master of
Music degree from SUNY at Buffalo.

\_ J Eckenrode is conductor and music
director of the Warren Philharmonic
Orchestra in Pennsylvania and the Chautauqua Regional Youth Symphony,
the Prelude Strings Orchestra, and the Young Artists’ Orchestra of Jamestown.
He is also conductor of the Amherst Symphony. He has been guest
conductor with the Western New York Chamber Orchestra. He was guest
conductor of the Genesee Symphony and the Cheektowaga Symphony.
He was also conductor of the Zone 1 Area All State Orchestra. Eckenrode
served as the program coordinator for Artpark’s Music in the Woods series.

He is currently principal cello with the Western New York Chamber Orchestra
and has performed with the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra, the Erie
Philharmonic, and with Ars Nova.

He is principal cello with the Bach and Beyond Festival and records with
the International Baroque Soloists. He was principal cellist with the British
Columbia (Canada) Mozart Festival Orchestra and the Southern Tier
Symphony. He is a member of the Lexington String Quartet, and the
chamber groups Voci d’Amore and Camerata.

He can be heard on the CDs of many artists, including Ani DiFranco,
10,000 Maniacs, Sixpence None the Richer, Seven Day Faith, Them Jazz-
beards, John and Mary, and Alison Pipitone: not only as a cellist, but as a
bagpiper and flutist. He has recorded the sound tracks of film scores for
several silent movies being distributed on commercial DVD by the Turner
Broadcasting Network. He has performed twice at Lincoln Center in New
York and recorded the sound track for the PBS special — The Siege of Fort
Erie — A Glorious Battle. He was bagpipe soloist with the Buffalo Philharmonic
for their successful Memorial Day Pops Concerts. He has been principal
cellist with The Most Arts Festival held at Alfred University. He was recently
inducted into the Sigma Alpha lota for his distinguished contribution to the
arts.

Eckenrode is an adjunct professor at Canisius College, Buffalo State
College, Jamestown Community College, and director of the string department
at Villa Maria College. Eckenrode is on the music faculty at the renowned
Nichols School in Buffalo. He is married to the internationally acclaimed

soprano, Cristen Gregory.



Guest Artist: Valerian ‘Ruminski

Valerian Ruminski is a graduate of the Academy of Vocal

Arts in Philadelphia and of SUNY-Buffalo. A true basso

cantante, his bold and powerful vocal lyricism and

remarkable coloratura have garnered him many

accolades. An excellent musician and creative

interpreter, he has performed with many of the great

opera companies in the US and abroad including The

Metropolitan Opera, New York City Opera, Dallas

Opera, Santa Fe Opera, Seattle Opera, Miami Opera,

Minnesota Opera, Michigan Opera Theatre, Opera

Ireland, Opera de Montreal, Opera de Monte Carlo,

Birmingham Opera, Hawaii Opera Theatre, Opera

de Quebec, Vancouver Opera, The Canadian Opera

Company, The Green Mountain Festival (VT) and Festival de Belle-ile en Mer
(Fr). He can be heard on the Naxos label release of 'Night at the Opera' with
other singers who have debuted at the Metropolitan Opera as well as on the
newly released Victor Herbert Collection on New World Records.

Mr. Ruminski has performed the roles of Figaro & Bartolo (Le Nozze di Figaro),
Ferrando (Il Trovatore), Sparafucile (Rigoletto), Colline (La Boheme),
Commendatore (Don Giovanni), Feniscio (Ermione), Sarastro (Magic Flute),
Sam (Ballo in Maschera), Ramphis & King (Aida), Zuniga (Carmen), Dr.Grenvil
(Traviata), Prince Gremin (Onegin), Inspector Budd (Albert Herring), Lt. Ratcliffe
(Billy Budd), Frank (Die Fledermaus), First Soldier (Salome), Daland (The Flying
Dutchman), Don Magnifico (La Cenerentola), Dulcamara (The Elixir of Love),
Garibaldo (Rodelinda), Il Re (Ariodante), Ligniere (Cyrano), Don Pasquale (Don
Pasquale) and Basilio (Barber of Seville) among many others.

Mr. Ruminski is the recipient of many prestigious grants and awards including the
Lincoln Center Martin Segal Award, a Richard Tucker Grant, a William Mattheus
Sullivan Foundation Grant, a Gerda Lissner Foundation Grant, the 2000
MacAllister Award, winner of the NJ Verismo Competition, the NYSTA Coloratura
Competition and the Marcella Sembrich Vocal Competition sponsored by the
Koscziuszko Foundation.

Since 2009 Mr. Ruminski has been the Founder and General Director of the
acclaimed Nickel City Opera in Buffalo NY and received an award from Opera
America for 10 years of stewardship for the company as well as being Adjunct
Professor of Voice at Westchester Community College in Valhalla NY.



Ambherst Symphony Orchestra | 77th Season 9

Preconcert - St. Benedict School

St. Benedict School, one of the top-ranked private schools in WNY, is very excited to be part of
the outreach program with the Amherst Symphony Orchestra! Our Sunrise Singers and Tiger
Singers are in their second year with Ms. Rennicks and the Experienced Band Lesson Group has
blossomed this past year with Miss Ellis from Paul Effman Music. With our program growing and
getting better every day, we are thrilled to be performing for you today!

e D
2nd ANNUAL $3000 AUDREY C. HURD

STRING SCHOLARSHIP
SPECIFIC TO VIOLIN, VIOLA, CELLO, BASS

Audrey C. Hurd was a celebrated member of the Amherst Symphony for 46 years.
Having grown up in a “family of strings”; both her mother and sister played violin,
Audrey chose cello and continued to play during her four years at Albany State
Teacher’s College. During the balance of her career in the Buffalo City High Schools,
Audrey was a firm believer in music education of youth and began the School
Outreach Program for ASO musicians to visit area schools to demonstrate their
instruments. A dedicated volunteer of the Amherst Symphony Orchestra, as a
musician, Association Board Director and Women’s Committee Past-President, the
ASO is privileged to have Audrey Hurd’s family honor her with this Annual $3000
String Scholarship.
Application Deadline: Saturday, February 17, 2024
For Requirements & Application Form:

See: Music Teachers & Guidance Counselors or Visit: amherstsymphony.com

J

(2024 FASO/ROTARY SCHOLARSHIP

Information regarding the 2024 Music Scholarship sponsored by
FASO (Friends of the Amherst Symphony Orchestra) and the
Williamsville Rotary will once again be extended to all Town of
Amherst High Schools, public and private. The scholarship is
awarded to a senior who is planning to go on to be a music major.
The award is given to a senior graduating from schools in the
Town of Amherst or a senior who is related to a member of the
Ambherst Symphony. Information has been sent to the schools and
symphony members about the requirements and location of audi-
tions. This will be our 39th year of scholarships.

Application Deadline: Saturday, February 17, 2024
For Requirements & Application Form:
See: Music Teachers & Guidance Counselors or Visit: amherstsymphony.com

J

-

-
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Message from the President

Joyeux Noél! Frohe Weihnachten! Feliz Navidad!

If you're celebrating the Festival of the Lights, Chag
Hanukkah sameach!

And if you, like the Japanese, truly enjoy celebrating the
New Year, Yoi otoshi o omukae kudasai.

| am a non-singer who loves singing Christmas music. So

much so that | can often be heard in a rousing, if off-key,

chorus of “We Three Kings” while doing laundry...In July.

| believe the music which runs through the couple of

months of these holiday preparations and celebrations is

essential to the warmth, the joy, the pleasure of the season. Because you're here
with us this afternoon to enjoy Holiday music, you probably feel much the same
way.

But did you know that the seasonal music we each love most can vary by age,
family traditions, and general musical interests. Even geography can play a role
into what we listen. For example, traditionalists love “The Holly & The lvy”, coun-
try fans have a preference for Burl lves’ “A Holly, Jolly Christmas”, and jazz aficio-
nado’s groove on “The Christmas Song” by Nat King Cole. Meanwhile in Austra-
lia, where Christmas is a summer holiday often celebrated at the beach with a
barbecue meal, you will find the “Twelve Days of Christmas” revised to “12
parrots prattling, 11 numbats nagging, 10 lizards leaping, 9 wombats working, 8
dingoes digging, 7 possums playing, 6 brolgas dancing, 5 kangaroos, 4 koalas
cuddling, 3 kookaburras laughing, 2 pink galahs, and an emu up a gum tree.”

When the program for our holiday concerts are put together, we consider our
multi-generational audience, the different faiths they bring to the concert hall, and
of course the challenge of music that will engage our musicians. | must admit, we
haven't spent enough time on geographical influences, but perhaps we should
from now on!

As 2023 draws to a close, and we contemplate what 2024 will bring, | hope your
challenges are few while your joys are many, your circle of family and friends is
warm and loving, and that you'll continue join us at concerts, our Preview
Luncheons, and in other ways to support your community’s best music asset, The
Amherst Symphony Orchestra.

(] auxd:w;/]

Claudia Staines
Acting President, ASOA
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DIETRICH FUNERAL HOME

2480 Kensington Avenue ® Amherst ® 716.839.2818
Pre-Planning ® DVD Tribute ® Medicaid Needs ¢ Cremation

We join you in celebrating 77 years of the
Amberst Symphony Orchestra!

www. TheDietrichFuneralHome.com

PrescripTIONS & HOME HEALTHCARE SUPPLIES
Martin L. Quinn

4536 Main Street
839-3050

TWIN |/ILLAGE |Jusic

Rentals of Superior Quality
For School Band & Orchestra

44 Central Ave — Lancaster
716-683-4879

www.dandeadvertising.com
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PROGRAM NOTES

by Alexa Mathes

Lieutenant Kijé Suite Sergei Prokofiev

1891 - 1953
With its energetic melodies and satirical slant, Sergei Prokofiev’'s Lieutenant Kijé Suite is
one of his most famous works. Originally written as a film score, Prokofiev adapted five of
the film’s pieces into a suite in 1934.

Lieutenant Kijé the movie is based on Yury Tynyanov’s novela of the same name. Set in
1800 in St. Petersburg, Russia, the story satirizes the rule of Emperor Paul | through a
clerical error that led to the creation of an imaginary Lieutenant Kijé. As Harlow Robinson
notes in his biography of the composer, Prokofiev was originally hesitant to write the score
but ultimately chose to pursue the commission because it aligned with his own sense of
humor.

Writing film music appealed to Prokofiev because of the vast audience the composer could
reach, according to Robinson. Prokofiev would write more than thirty film scores in his
lifetime, making him an iconic Soviet film composer along with Dmitri Shostakovich and
Aram Khachaturian.

Born in a remote Ukrainian village in 1891 Prokofiev was an only child doted on by his
mother. He began playing the piano at age six and later entered the Saint Petersburg
Conservatory in 1904, remaining in Russia until the revolution of 1917. Then he lived as a
composer and musician in the United States, Germany, and Paris, France. He eventually
returned to the USSR in 1936, remaining there until his death three days after Joseph Stalin
on March 5, 1953.

A Classical Christmas Suite Robert Wendel
Fantasia On Jerusalem Of Gold 1951 -

With a dual degree in chemistry and music, composer Robert Wendel has a knack for
arranging musical favorites into festive pops pieces. Born in Bridgeport, Connecticut,
Wendel studied privately with Leroy Anderson while a student at the University of Connecti-
cut. After he received his master’s he moved to New York City and joined the Radio City
Music Hall orchestra as a musician and stand-by conductor.

In 1990, Wendel was touring as a conductor for Harry Connick Jr. when he founded his own
cont.

S Thank you for giving as the mudic that
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From Sales to Service, Parts, Collision. Accessories and Glass ...
it would be our pleasure to assist with
all your automotive needs.
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Proudly serving West Herr New Yorkers for over 72 years.

New York State’s Largest Vehicle Retailer

westherr.com

77

VERN STEIN ART & FRAME

Custom Picture Framing
Contemporary Original Art

vernsteinartandframe.com

5747 Main Street Tuesday-Friday
Williamsville, NY 14221 10:00 - 5:00
716-626-5688 Saturday 10:00 - 4:00
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1975 Wehrle Drive
Williamsville, NY 14221

716.693.6000

WWW.CABOODLEPRINTING.COM

music publishing business. Since then, Wendel has composed or arranged dozens of
pieces including “Fantasia On Jerusalem Of Gold,” which is based on an Israeli folk song.
“A Classical Christmas Suite” weaves together recognizable classical pieces by Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart, Franz Schubert, Gustav Mahler, and Maurice Ravel into a light, holiday
arrangement.

Aria and Allegretto Moderato with Triste Giacomo Puccini
La Boheme, with baritone/bass 1858 - 1924

As one of the most performed operas ever, “La Boheme” has been deeply beloved since its
1896 debut. Written by Giacomo Puccini, the story centers around the love between bohe-
mian writer Rodolfo and a young seamstress named Mimi. As with most operas, things
don’t turn out happily--and Rodolfo’s bass solos are commanding in their own right.

It's hard to imagine opera without Giacomo Puccini. Born into a family of musicians, Puccini
lost his father--maestro di cappella of the Cattedrale di San Martino--at age six. Later
supported by his uncles, Puccini entered the Milan Conservatory in 1880 and wrote his first
opera in 1883. Puccini loved dramatic literature, which helped him develop an understand-
ing of what works could be developed into operas. “La Boheme” is based on a book by
Henri Murger, but also draws on periods of poverty in Puccini’s own life.

Aria and The Trumpet Shall Sound George Frideric Handel
Messiah, with baritone/bass 1685 - 1759

The holiday season isn’t complete without listening to or seeing a performance of George
Frideric Handel's Messiah. The masterful oratorio, written in less than a month in 1741,
premiered in Dublin, Ireland on April 13, 1742. Though it was an immediate success in
Dublin and later in London, England--where Handel lived for most of his life--it was the
United States that helped create the Messiah holiday performance tradition in the early
1800s.

The three-part structure of the piece details the birth, death, and resurrection of Jesus
Christ. The bass vocals throughout bring a rich warmth to the celebratory work. In an article
for the New York Times, music critic Corinna da Fonseca-Wollheim calls “The Trumpet
Shall Sound” an emotional highlight of the Messiah, “charged with hope, mystery and awe.”

It's thought that Handel himself quite liked the Messiah, having donated some proceeds of
the Messiah premiere and later performances to various charities. He even attended a
performance in London on April 6, 1759, eight days before he died.
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Exclusive Piano dealer for Bechstein, Shigeru
Kawai, Story & Clark, Kawai, and Roland
pianos. Rodgers Organs. Piano and organ sales

and service for Buffalo & Rochester New York.

Sales * Tuning * Moving & Removal
Restoration Refinishing ¢ Repair

 SAVE THE DATE!
Friday, February 16, 2024

Classics V Banquet & Conference
2425 Niagara Falls Blvd., Amherst, NY 14228
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Jingle Bells James Lord Pierpont
1822 - 1893

It remains an unsettled question where and when James Lord Pierpont originally composed
this quintessential holiday song. The city of Medford Massachusetts claims it was written at
the Simpson Tavern in 1850, while the City of Savannah Georgia says he wrote it for the
church where he was an organist, sometime later in the 1850s. Given that it was often sung
at parties, a drinking song with tinkling ice in glasses used to simulate bells, perhaps the
tavern story is the right one.

As to when, well 'Jingle Bells’ was copyrighted in 1859, but has long since passed into
public domain. And into our hearts, as a signal that the winter holiday season has arrived,
ready to be celebrated and enjoyed

Sleigh Ride Leroy Anderson
A Christmas Festival 1908 - 1975

Leroy Anderson was a favored composer of Arthur Fiedler, legendary conductor of the
Boston Pops Orchestra, who was very keen to have a large selection of what is often called
light classical music or--and perhaps more accurately--classical pops.

Born in Cambridge, Massachusetts in 1908 to Swedish immigrants, Anderson grew up in a
musical family. He later went on to study with Walter Piston and Georges Enesco at Harvard
University and became an active composer, local musician, and director of the Harvard
band. The composer has a rich repertoire of music which has often been described as
“accessible.”

Though the piece was conceived during a heatwave in 1946, “Sleigh Ride” of course is
inspired by winter. The Boston Pops premiered it in 1948. “A Christmas Festival,”--also
written for the group--came in 1950, as an orchestration of several famous Christmas
carols. We hope you enjoy singing along with us!

White Christmas, with baritone/bass Irving Berlin
1888 - 1989

Born in Imperial Russia, Israel Isidore Baline arrived in the United States in 1893, and while
his family was rather poor, he always said he didn’t grasp how poor because that was the
only life his family had ever known. Berlin’s first song published was call “Marie from Sunny
Italy” for which he received 33 cents for the publishing rights. His first hit came in 1911 with
“Alexander’s Ragtime Band.” Over the course of a 60-year career, Berlin wrote more than
1,500 songs, as well as the scores for 19 Broadway shows and 18 Hollywood films. It was
in one of those films, “Holiday Inn,” when Bing Crosby first introduced audiences to “White
Christmas.”

The simple lyrics, connecting childhood and home to the sweetness of Christmas, had
cont.
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Enjoy our patio overlooking the falls of Ellicott
Creek for a unique dining experience.

5629 Main Street

Village of Williamsville
(716) 632-9373

Open 7 days for
Lunch & Dinner

www.creekviewrestaurant.com

[l»©

T-Th: 4-9pm
F & Sat: 4-10pm

5590 Main Street
Williamsville, NY 14221
716.906.3400  sharekbr.com
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“Please Join Us! Post Concert Reception
FASO (Friends of the Amberst Sympbony) cordially invite the con-

ductor, orchestra members & concert attendees to celebrate their love

of music & the Holiday Season by attending the post concert reception,

to enjoy some fellowship, along with cookies & punch in the cafeteria.
Mitzie Serafin, FASO President

particular resonance for Americans in the winter of 1942 as millions of G.I.s were facing
their first Christmas separated from their families. But for Berlin and his wife, who were both
Jewish and thus did not celebrate Christmas, there was another kind of sadness to the
December 25th date. In 1928, their three-week-old son died on Christmas, and they made
it a point to visit his grave every year on the date.

Christmas has so many meanings, but this song seems to show it's mostly about family and
belonging.

You’re A Mean One Mr. Grinch, with baritone/bass Albert Hague
1920 - 2001

Since it first aired as a TV special in 1966, “How the Grinch Stole Christmas” has stolen our
hearts every holiday season. Based on a book by Dr. Seuss, the author helped develop the
TV adaptation, adding characters like Max the dog and giving the Grinch his iconic green
hue. But perhaps the most endearing addition to the story is its famous song, “You're A
Mean One Mr. Grinch,” written by Albert Hague--a Broadway composer who escaped Nazi
Germany.

Born Albert Marcuse in Berlin, Germany in 1920. Albert’s family was Jewish and so he and
his mother escaped to Rome, Italy in 1937. Soon after, he was adopted by Eliott B. Hague,
an eye surgeon, so he could attend the College of Music in Cincinnati, Ohio on a scholar-
ship. Graduating in 1942, Hauge eventually went on to win a Tony award for the musical
score for “Redhead,” in 1959.

To get the Seuss gig, Hauge insisted that the author visit him at his house where he could
play on his own piano. Suess was hooked as soon as he heard Hauge slide an octave on
the word “Grrrrrriiiinch!”, according to a 2001 interview in 2001 with editor Deb Rieselman.

WILLIAMSVILLE AMHERST ORCHARD PARK
5479 Main Street 2075 Niagara Falls Blvd. 3019 Union Road
716.634.5515 716.691.8219 716.674.3344
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AMHERST SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA ASSOCIATION BOARD
OFFICERS 2023-2024

Acting President.........cccviiiinimniimni s Claudia Staines
Past President........ccccuiciiiiiniiin s s s Andrew Ziemba
Vice President/Financial.........ccccuciemiiiniimmiiiincsinss s snens e Eleanore G. Klepser

Vice President/Promotion............ ...Alexa Kurzius Mathes

Vice President/Concert ServiCes......c..ccimmmimnnmnininnminmsn s e Richard A. Wojtowicz
Co-Financial Secretary................. ..John R. & Priscilla Sedgwick
Recording Secretary......cccccuviniimimnimnn Kathy Pease
BT LU Eleanore G. Klepser
Assistant Treasurer/CoNCerts........couiviemrinsiinrimin s s Sharon J. Wall
Mark E. Ahrens BOARD_ OF DIRECTORS Michael Russo
Judy Bacon Eric Deeb Weaver Dr. Joseph Sankoh
Eric Borenstein Dr. Curtis F. Holmes Diane Wojtowicz
Joe Buckle Sima Lewis Andrew P. Ziemba
Jane Cary Kathy Pease
Orchestra General Manager.............ooomemiiriine s s Phyllis Piazza
Orchestra Personnel Manager.........ccourimiminnimsimninnensnsss s sssssssses Lee Brusino
Ron Daniels ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Susan J. Grelick Trey Measer Dam_el E. Saper
Marilee Keller Frederick H. Morgan F_rancma J- S_poth
Randall B. Kramer Dr. Joel H. Paull Michelle E. Trimper
Anthony J. Latona Julie M. Ponkow Yvonne Verplanke
David Macaluso William M. Rich Carol E. Welss
AcqUISItION LibDrarian.....cccoceviccieiiiienisscsscsssssssesssssssssessssssesssssesssssssssmssssssnsesssmsssssssssassessane Jeff Mols
Distribution Librarian..........cccoieiimmmssmmssmr s s Mike Klucznak
FRIENDS COMMITTEE PRESIDENT......cccoaniiriiine s smssmsss s s s Mitzie S. Serafin
ORCHESTRA MEMBERS BOARD PRESIDENT.......ccoomnmmirnine e ssssssessmssnsas Anne Marie Will

FRIENDS OF THE AMHERST SYMPHONY
EXECUTIVE BOARD 2023- 2024

President........coci i ——— Mitzie S. Serafin
1st Vice President/Membership.......ccooeeeemeeeenniee e Martha Rasmussen
2nd Vice President/Hospitality... .Priscilla Sedgwick & Joan Weichmann
Secretary... ...(Interim) Claudia Staines

=T Eo T Sharon J. Wall
L L5 0 4 - T o P Patricia Huttenlocker
Judy Bacon DI CT(_)RS Sima Lewis
Mary Bullions Kathy Garrison John Sedgwick
Jane Cary Susan Grelick Claudia Staines

Member of League of American Orchestras

Contact Us at www.amherstsymphony.com

El @Amherst NY Symphony Orchestra
©@ambherstnysymphonyorchestra @ Amherst Symphony Orchestra NY
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Ways to Make an Orchestra Donation

ASO Founder and First Conductor Joseph Wincenc remarked over 76 years ago that everyone
should have free access to live symphonic music. To uphold that tradition, the Amherst
Symphony has relied on your generous support throughout the years, by mailing a contributor
remittance envelope or donating during a concert’s free-will collection. For your convenience,
we now offer more ways for you to donate and help ASO continue the quality of orchestra
concerts you enjoy.

1.

L

Scan the QR Code to go to the amherstsymphony.com DONATE NOW!
website to donate with PayPal or credit card. E ek r E
Use the Contribution Container located in front of the Auditorium =
doors to make a donation before, during or after the concert.
Use the form below to clip, fill in and send your check. Mail to
Ambherst Symphony, PO Box 1083, Williamsville, NY 14231-1083
Use PayPal or credit card online at www.amherstsymphony.com. Click on any DONATE
button.
Use your Remittance Envelope sent to your postal address with our yearly fundraising
letter.
- - - - ., T T 7
All contributions are tax deductible
I'am (we are) pleased to be a contributor to the Amherst Symphony Orchestra. |
Amount Remitted $ [] DONOTIst |

my name in
concert program. |

Name(s) |

Address

City State Zip code

Email:

In Memory Of :

In Honor Of: |

Please make check payable to Amherst Symphony Orchestra Assoc. |

Make contributions online using PayPal or credit card at
www.amherstsymphony.com | click on DONATE |

Tk gon o1 yowr segeorll” |
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CORPORATE & BUSINESS PARTNERS

AESTHETIC ASSOCIATES CENTER
THE AMBERLEIGH RETIREMENT COMMUNITY
HEATHWOOD ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE

CANTERBURY WOODS
GRANTS
COUNTY OF ERIE SERVICE CLUBS
MARK POLONCARZ WILLIAMSVILLE ROTARY CLUB
TOWN OF AMHERST
BRIAN KULPA IN KIND
GUEST ARTIST PROGRAM AMHERST SYMPHONY

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR FAITHFUL ADVERTISERS...

BUFFALO NIAGARA

HERITAGE VILLAGE MUNROE CHIROPRACTIC
CABOODLE PRINTING NEST IN THE VILLAGE
CREEKVIEW RESTAURANT ORIGINAL PANCAKE HOUSE
D AND E ADVERTISING PIZZA PLANT
DENTON COTTIER & DANIELS SHARE KITCHEN & BAR ROOM
DIETRICH FUNERAL HOME SNYDER PHARMACY
HAVE EWE ANY WOOL TONY MARTIN AWARDS
MARK'S CUSTOM RECORDING TWIN VILLAGE MUSIC
SERVICE, INC. VERN STEIN ART & FRAME
MISCHLER’S FLORISTS WEST HERR CHEVROLET
& GREENHOUSES
: WRONA'S HOUSE OF MUSIC
MONACO’S VIOLIN SHOP OF WILLIAMSVILLE

MOSES INSURANCE

OUR SPECIAL THANKS FOR YOURAD
SUSAN GRELICK!
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GIFTS FROM OUR SUPPORTERS
MARCH 20, 2023 - NOVEMBER 6, 2023

ABRAMSON, MORTON & NATALIE

ALBERA, VANDA
ALBRECHT, WILLIAM
ALLEN, ANNE

BACON, JUDY

BAKER, PATRICIA
BONDANZA, JUDITH
BRADLEY, VIRGINIA
BUCKI, DEBORAH BRUCH
BURKE, KATHLEEN
BUYER, SUZANNE
CATHCART, RICHARD
CHAREPOO, MINA
CLARE, JUDITHR

COX, JANE

D’ANGELO, VICTORIA
DAVING, CHARLES & JUDY
DE LAPLANTE, MARY LOU
DEMEREST, BARBARA
DIRICKSON, LARRY
DYSON, PAULINE
ESCHNER, JOAN
EVERETT, SHARON

FERULLO, KIM & MARY FISHER

FISHER, CINDY

FLECK, JANET & ANDREW PEIRCE
FOSTER, HOWARD & LAURIE

FROMM, LILLIAN O
GLICK, SUZANNE
HELLIWELL, GEORGIA

HEUMANN, AMY & EDUARDO

HOEHN, SANDRA
HURD, W. RUSSELL

KELLER, MARILEE & MICHAEL

KLAITS, FREDERICK

KLEPSER, WILLIAM & ELEANORE

KONTOS, MELINDA

KOUKAL, DR. PAUL & MARILYN

KUHN, JOAN

LEWIS, SIMA

LUCCI, JILL

MACALUSO, DAVID & LISA
MACALUSO, JOSEPH F

MACK, JAYNE

MAHLER, CLIFFORD

MC CABE, LUCILLE

MC GOVERN, TERRY & VALERIE
METZGER, SARAH G

MOLNAR, BRYCE

MOLS, JEFFREY & CLAUDIA STAINES
NEWHOUSE, GLENN & PAULINE
NIBLOCK, MARION

OLSON, JUDY

PETERSON, TYLOR

PIAZZA, PHYLLIS

POULI, DIRK

ROJEK, FRANK & MARY
SCHLISSERMAN, ALBERT
SCHUDER, DR ROBERT & JEAN
SCHWARZ, SUSAN

SCHWIND, RICHARD & RHODA
SEDGWICK, JOHN & PRISCILLA
SERAFIN, ROBERT & MITZIE
SICKAU, MARCIA

SNYDER, ANNA

SOSNOWSKI, THEODORE & PATRICIA
SPECK, ELIZABETH

TAUB, SUZANNE

TOOMEY, LINDA & MICHAEL
TRIMBLE, NANCY
ULLENBRUCH, CATHARINE
WALL, SHARON

WETHERBEE, TED W

WILL, ANNE MARIE
WOJTOWICZ, DIANE & RICHARD
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NOTABLE CONTRIBUTIONS

Contributions to the Amherst Symphony may be made
“In Honor of” or “In Memory of”’ a special person or group.

MARCH 20, 2023 - NOVEMBER 6, 2023

In Memory of:

The Albrecht Family
William Albrecht

Ernie Bacon
Judy Bacon

Barbara Dirickson
Larry Dirickson
Sima Lewis

Joan Fishburn
Phyllis Piazza
Elizabeth Speck

Edward B. Fisher
Cynthia Fisher
Catharine Ullenbruch

Kurt Fromm
Lillian O Fromm

Audrey Hurd
W. Russell Hurd

Thorne K. Kontos
Dr. & Mrs. Paul Koukal

Ulysses J. Kontos
Melinda Kontos

Barbara Macaluso
David & Lisa Macaluso
Joseph F Macaluso

Lisa & Bob Molnar
Bryce Molnar

Phyllis Olsen

Dr. Robert & Jean Schuder

John N. Robertson
Richard Schwind &

Rhoda Robertson Schwind

David Strachan
Georgia Helliwell

Thomas Snyder

Anna Snyder
\% Harry Taub
Suzanne Taub
Richard Wall
Sharon Wall
Henry E. Weisenborn — ASO cellist
Charles & Judy Daving

Dr. Joseph Wincenc

“Who influenced my lifelong love of classical music”
Joan Eschner

ASO Ambassadors Woodwind Trio
Susan Grelick

Courtney E. Bondanza — ASO Violist
Judith Bondanza

Jane Cary
Judith R. Clare

Hilary Garten
Pauline Dyson

Libby Keller
Marilee & Michael Keller

Bill & Jo (Sharron) Rich
Jayne Mack

Mary Diana Pouli Sosnowski
Virginia Bradley
Mary Lou de la Plante
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cMore Muiic... Enjey!

ORCHARD PARK SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
Friday, December 8, 2023 at 7:30 PM
A Nutcracker Holiday”
Orchard Park High School ¢ 4040 Baker Rd.

ACE CHAMBER MUSIC CONCERT
“Orchestra Holiday Concert”
Sunday, December 10, 2023 at 3:00 pm
Trinity United Methodist Church

CHEEKTOWAGA COMMUNITY SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
Sunday, December 17, 2023 at 3:00 pm
Depew High School ¢ 5201 Transit Rd.

AMHERST CHAMBER ENSEMBLES ORCHESTRA
Sunday, January 21, 2024 at 3:00 pm
Trinity Methodist Church ¢ 711 Niagara Falls Blvd.

90

The ASO concerts are funded in part The Village of
by the Erie County budget and the Williamsville
Town of Amherst. supports the ASO in

a number of ways
including the annual
outdoor

Jeanne Vinal, Summer Concert.
Erie County Legislator

Mark Poloncarz,
County Executive

Christine L. Hunt
Brian Kulpa, Mayor of the
Amherst Town Supervisor Village of Williamsville



Ambherst Middle School = 55 Kings Highway = Snyder
N

FEBRUARY 18, 2024 - 3PM

Bryan Eckenrode, Conductor

"A World of Play" (A Family Concert!)

Featuring Claudia Staines & Mike Randall, Narrators

~

.
4
APRIL 14, 2024 » 7PM

Matthew Bassett, Conductor
"Music for Lovers"
Featuring Shieh-Jian Tsai, Violin Soloist

Please visit our website for what's new and concert updates!

BECOME A CONTRIBUTOR!

Please consider making a tax-deductible contribution to the
Amherst Symphony Orchestra Association.

Your gift may be designated In Memory or In Honor of an individual.

PO Box 1083 « Williamsville « NY 14231-1083

General Manager: 716.830.5611 « amherstsymphony.com

"'.|
ol

[=]

E1 @Amherst NY Symphony Orchestra

@amherstnysymphonyorchestra @ Amherst Symphony Orchestra NY
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